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Agenda
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
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Words and Actions:  Teaching 
Languages through the Lens of Social 
Justice
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Identity Poem 
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Life in Poetry
▪

Identity Poems.
▪

▪



Debrief Poems

▪

▪

▪
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Looking Inward 
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪



Building a 
Transformative 
Classroom
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1. Capitalize on your students’ 
unique perspectives.  Their 
frames of reference lead to 
rich learning experiences.  
Allow students options and 
freedom in their learning 
and demonstration of 
understanding.



2. Be a facilitator and actively engage the students.  

● Avoid the “banking” model of education (Freire, 1993, p. 
72).  

● Be a “catalyst” to draw students into the dialogue and 
learning process (hooks, 1994, p. 11).  

● Help students to develop critical thinking skills and be 
“agents of their own learning” (Nieto, 2010, p. 189).



Learners were most 
responsive to tasks and projects 

that were “real,” 
that is, learning that came from 
personal or direct experiences, 

emerging from student interests
 – not material transmitted to 

students without acknowledging 
and tapping their own expertise and 

experience…
- Helmer, 2011, p. 139



Moving Away from the Teacher as The 
Holder of Knowledge

Example: I-We-You

You-Y’all-We

▪
▪
▪

What else can we shift in our classrooms to position students as 
“knowers?”



3. Be courageous and challenge students with 
topics.

4.  Be okay with silence.  Be responsive, willing to 
check up on them as they process, and be ready 
to empathize. 



Defining 
Social 
Justice
Education



Definitions
“If we are to teach for and about social justice, understanding 
what it looks, sounds, and feels like is critical” 

- Wade, 2007, p. 4



What is social 
justice?

“A philosophy, an 
approach, and actions that 
embody treating all people 
with fairness, respect, 
dignity, and generosity” 
(Nieto, 2010, p. 46). 
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Hackman’s (2005) Model of Social Justice Education



How do these relate to 
what we do in language 
education?



21st 
Century 
Skills

Project-Based 
Language 
Learning 
(PBLL)

Service 
Learning

Intercultural 
Competence

Global 
Competence

How can these 
areas of our fields 
reflect principles of 
social justice 
education??

Multiliteracies



World-Readiness 
Standards & 
Social Justice 
Standards
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From World-Readiness Standards (2015)



Products, Practices, Perspectives



Brainstorming
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Identity Diversity

Justice Action
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

● Identity #5:  Students will recognize traits of 
the dominant culture, their home culture and 
other cultures and understand how they 
negotiate their own identity in multiple spaces. 

● Diversity #7:  Students will develop language 
and knowledge to accurately and respectfully 
describe how people (including themselves) are 
both similar to and different from each other 
and others in their identity groups.

● Justice #11:  Students will recognize 
stereotypes and relate to people as individuals 
rather than representatives of groups.

● Action #17:  Students will recognize their own 
responsibility to stand up to exclusion, 
prejudice and injustice.



Standards 
Activity

▪

▪
▪

▪



Questions to Consider:



Finding Entry Points in 
Your Curriculum





● Is there a history behind this 
cultural topic that might 
reveal past or present 
inequalities?

● Are there accepted truths 
about this cultural topic that 
can be challenged?

● Is this a cultural topic that 
people from different groups 
might view differently?

● Text:  Coffee houses in Vienna; 
special language to be used; 
Stehcafe, Konditorei, Starbucks 
also mentioned.
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Karriere

● Text:  BMW, a 
medical company 
that earns 22 
billion per year, 
and a smaller 
company of baby 
products.
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Differentiating between a culture lesson and a 
social justice lesson situated within culture

▪

▪
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Readers and Other Materials
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•Immigrants to the US & their voices, refugees, how/why 
people come to the US, nativism

Nationalities or Countries 
of Origin

•Different family structures, roles of family membersFamilies

•Gendered expectations, sexism, gendered items (toys, 
clothing, etc.)Gender - grammar

•Food deserts, access to food, access to clean water Food or communities

•Environmental justiceEnvironment

•Consumerism, access to goods, Resources we need vs. 
goods we wantShopping

•Other students’ stories from varied socioeconomic, racial, 
religious backgrounds (focus on building empathy)All about me



The house: (sample words from VHL’s Sag Mal)

home office dining room
ground floor living room
kitchen balcony
coffee maker freezer
microwave vase
vacuum duvet
bookshelf armchair
curtain washing machine

● Does it impart any values?  
● Does it situate students or the 

target culture within a certain 
social class, for example?  

● How might it reinforce 
stereotypes?

● How can this vocabulary list 
be more than a vocabulary 
list?  
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

●

●



Some Questions

● Does it impart any values?  
● Does it situate students or the 

target culture within a certain 
social class, for example?  

● How might it reinforce 
stereotypes?

● How can this vocabulary list 
be more than a vocabulary 
list? 

● Can you co-construct vocab? 



Professions
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Technology

41



SLIDESMANIA.COM



SLIDESMANIA.COM

●
●

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/why-the-sdgs-matter/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/why-the-sdgs-matter/


•

•

•

•

•

•

http://www.usingtheirwords.org/6elements/

http://www.usingtheirwords.org/6elements/


Graphic of 6 
elements; access at 
http://www.usingtheirwords.org/6
elements/
 

http://www.usingtheirwords.org/6elements/
http://www.usingtheirwords.org/6elements/


SLIDESMANIA.COM
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https://edam.org.tr/en/the-arab-spring-nine-years-on/

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/02/
middle-east-young-frustration-joblessness-fuels-
protests



SLIDESMANIA.COM

• Avoid perpetuating 
stereotypes

• Balance drawing attention 
to issues and stories of 
hope and action/change

• Look for the change 
makers, the disrupters, the 
helpers, the advocates - 
tell all of the stories!
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https://www.voanews.com/middle-east/middle
-east-survey-sees-patchy-progress-views-wo
mens-and-lgbt-rights



Some 
Examples



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Developed for Advanced, Adult 
Speakers

Stevie Lundell

●

●

●
●

●

●



SLIDESMANIA.COM

●

●
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Authentic Summative and Formative Assessments

●

●

●

●
●

●
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SLIDESMANIA.COM
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SLIDESMANIA.COM
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Theme/Topic: Diversity and Inclusivity; The Syrian Refugee Crisis 

Essential Questions:  What does it mean to be a refugee?  How can refugees’ new country 
help them to resettle and feel welcome?

Social Justice Take-Away Understandings:
● There are different reasons that force Syrians to leave their homes.
● Syrian Refugees face many difficulties when they have to settle in a new country. 
● We have many responsibilities towards the refugees and we have to explore ways to 

help them.

Language Objectives:

● Students will be able to identify what a refugee is.
● Student will be able to identify the Syrian refugee crisis and describe the historical 

context that led them to this current situation 
● Students will be able to reflect upon the arguments for and against helping refugees 

and evaluate our duty to protect other people’s human rights.



Next Steps
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

● Consider what you want to 
commit to as an educator

● Write them down and post them 
where you will see them everyday

● Revisit them and reflect on them 
daily

● See shared Google doc for 
exercise
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●

●

●
●

Ayers’ Example
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SLIDESMANIA.COM
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Final Reflection (add thoughts to Google doc)
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▪

▪
▪



Thank You!
 
Contact me:  cglynn@cord.edu
Twitter:  @Cassandraglynn
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