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The National Council on the
Less commonly Taught Languages 
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institutions of higher education, Fall 2002. ADFL Bulletin, 35(2–3), 7–26.
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Studying Arabic in 
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Greer, M., & Johnson, D. (2009). 
National survey of schools teaching 
Arabic as a core course. Paper 
presented at the ACTFL 2009, 
Washington, DC. 
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Zabarah, H. (2015). College-level Arabic heritage learners: 

do they belong in separate classrooms. Journal of National 

Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages, 18, 93-120.

Reasons!

19902010 76%

Arab Immigration to the US!



(Abourehab & Azaz, 2020, Husen, 2011, AL-Batal, 2007 , Ayouby, 2007)
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Reasons!

Arab 
Immigration 
to the US!



Al-Batal, M., & Belnap, K. (2006). The teaching and learning of Arabic in the United States: Realities, needs, 

and future directions. In K. Wahba, Z. Taha, & L. England (Eds.), Handbook for Arabic language teaching 

professionals in the 21st century (pp. 389– 399). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Result!

19982000 82%

Arabic Language Programs in the US



Result!

Arabic has been listed as
a critical language by the 
American State Department 
since 9/11/2001 because of 
our strategic business
and security interests in 
the Arab-speaking world.

https://asiasociety.org/



Arabic Language Learners !

Learners who are studying 
Arabic for the First time.

Learners with Arabic decent. 

Muslin non-Arab Learners. 

(Albirini ,2014, Ibrahim and Allam , 2006, Albad, 2016) 



Lead with Languages is a national campaign, 
spearheaded by ACTFL, aimed at raising awareness of 
the importance of language proficiency in the U.S. and 
motivating Americans to become competent in other 
languages and cultures so they can be ready to 
compete and succeed in a global economy.

https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/



Expanding a Language Program:

•Do Your Research

•Carefully analyze schools, the students.



What is the breakdown 
of your students?

How is it relevant to 
getting students buy-in? 



De Bot, K. (2007). Language teaching in a changing world. The Modern Language Journal, 91(2), 274-276.

Teaching Language in a 
Changing World.

Motivation!



Gardner, R. C., & Lambert, W. (1972). Attitudes and motivation in second language learning. Rowley, MA: Newbury House.

Integrative Motivation.

Instrumental Motivation.

Ely, C. M. (1986). Language learning motivation: A descriptive and causal analysis. The modern language journal, 70(1), 28-35.

Motivation!

Husseinali, G. (2012). Arabic Heritage Language Learners: motivation, expectations, competence, and engagement in learning Arabic. Journal of the National 

Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages, 11, 97-110.



Arabic Language Learners !

Learners who are studying 
Arabic for the First time.

Learners with Arabic decent. 

Muslin non-Arab Learners. 

(Albirini ,2014, Ibrahim and Allam , 2006, Albad, 2016) 

Motivation!



Motivation!

What does it mean?

How is it relevant to 
getting students buy-in? 



Instrumental Motivation

mailto:https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/MakingLanguagesOurBusiness_FullReport.pdf
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Making Languages Our Business
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https://languages.mit.edu/important-addition-to-roster-of-russian-language-subjects/

http://nerallt.org/



https://languages.mit.edu/important-addition-to-roster-of-russian-language-subjects/



https://schoolinjordan.middcreate.net/acas/

Talk the Talk and Walk the walk



https://www.amideast.org/



Integrative Motivation



What is the breakdown 
of your students?

How is it relevant to 
getting students buy-in? 
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An everchanging world



Expanding a Language Program:

• Be a Resource

https://www.leadwithlanguages.org/







Expanding a Language Program:

• Be a Resource
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What resources are in your community?



https://oneworldnow.org/



https://www.nsliforyouth.org/



https://clscholarship.org/languages/arabic



https://www.qalamcenter.com/ibn-battuta-scholarship



https://www.sqcc.org/scholarships/



https://www.qfi.org/arabic-k-12-bulletin/



https://www.aaiusa.org/demographics



https://www.arabamerica.com/events/



https://www.facebook.com/educationconsultantacademy/



Sharing with the students.

What to share?

Sharing with the families.

Sharing with the community.





Share success stories 



Share success stories 











https://www.bloomz.com/



Take Advantage of school events.







Share your system!



Share complete a task!

https://www.arabicseeds.com/



https://openbooks.lib.msu.edu/elemarabicll/

Use online resources!



Use online resources!

What online 
resources do 

you use?



mailto:https://jzoorlib.kotobee.com/?fbclid=IwAR2aQdtMtidwkirj7Kf7ZwyvJVS_Jbj-K_51cc6i6BTc_YF4b9S3jBp0f-A%23/library


https://khallina.org/



https://wecanlearnarabic.com/



Achievements
&

Certificates 



https://nelc.yale.edu/certificates



The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given by a school, 
school district, or state in recognition of students who 
have studied and attained proficiency in two or more 
languages by high school graduation. Our vision is to help 
students recognize the value of their academic success 
and see the tangible benefits of being bilingual.
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