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Introduction / Rationale

e Students in the upper grade levels and/or in college can and should ideally be exposed to primary
texts in Arabic.

* One genre of primary Arabic texts is Islamic religious texts. As the Arab world is majority Muslim,
and as Arabic is the shared liturgical language of all Muslims regardless of ethnicity, familiarity with
the Arabo-Islamic textual tradition is an integral part of learning the language.

» While the texts of the Qur'an and the prophetic hadiths typically come to mind when one thinks of
Arabo-Islamic texts, those are difficult to utilize in language teaching, as both genres are linguistically,
stylistically and substantively complex. Searching through these two textual genres for suitable
material is time-consuming and difficult for non-specialists.

* This packet is intended to help solve this problem, by offering primary text material that is suitable
along the various above-suggested criteria.

Why This Work?

¢ Al-Quda’t’s Musnad al-Shihab is a widely read curated medieval collection of sermons, sayings and
other transmitted teachings (hadiths) of the prophet Muhammad.

* It offers students exposure to a reputable primary text of the hadith genre without requiring Arabic
instructors to do such curation themselves.

e Unlike most hadiths as found in original collections, which are long and complex, these hadiths are
exceptionally short, substantively accessible, and appropriate for language learners.

* This work introduces students not only to the Arabic language but also to Arabo-Islamic culture and
religion.

. T}g1e work has been elegantly translated into English in an affordable paperback edition that is easy to
find, titled Light in the Heavens: Sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, by Tahera Qutbuddin (New York
University Press). (The numbering in the English translation does not quite correspond to the
numbering in the Arabic, however.)

* The Arabic original is accessible in pdf form as well as for purchase from Arabic booksellers. It is
published by Mu’assasat al-Risala and edited by Hamdi ‘Abd al-Majid al-SalafT.

* The Arabic edition has images of the manuscript that can be interesting to older students on the topic
of history of bookmaking and knowledge preservation/transmission.

* The main Arabic text (the sayings of Muhammad) is fully vocalized.

Muhammad b. Salama al-Quda‘t

¢ The author’s full name is Muhammad b. Salama al-Quda‘1. He died in 454 AH /1062 CE.

* He was a judge (qadi), preacher, and historian during the Fatimid Caliphate of North Africa. He was
of Iranian origin, of the Sunni sect, and of the Shafi‘t school of law.

Contents of This Packet

e Fourteen hadiths from Musnad al-Shihab, fully vocalized, with Qutbuddin’s translations.

e Additional two hadiths with their chains of transmission and explanatory footnotes from the editor
of the Arabic edition; this suitable at higher language levels and/ or for older students.

e Companion text for teachers.

Suggested Uses in Lesson Plans

* Can assign a selection from the English and the Arabic side-by-side.

e Can assign only the Arabic, with the English as an aid to instructors.

* Sayings can be bases of in-class discussion, of instruction on grammar/vocabulary, or of instruction
on topics related to religion, culture, history, etc.
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“Half of learning is asking good questions.” (1.24, p.6)
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“Greet before conversing.” (1.25, p.6)
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“Elders bring blessings.” (1.27, p.6)
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“Honor the book by reading it in full.” (1.29, p.6)
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“To speak of favors received is to show gratitude.” (1.33, p.6)
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“Gentleness is the pinnacle of wisdom.” (1.37, p.7)
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“Contentment is wealth that is never used up.” (1.51, on p.7)
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“Fortunate is the one who learns from others.”
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“Knowledge must not be withheld.” (1.76, on p.8)
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“The one who shows the way to goodness is as the one who does good.” (see 1.78, p.9)
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“A kind word is a charity.” (see 1.82, p.9)
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“Maintaining the bonds of kinship brings long life.” (see 1.87, p.9)
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“Too much hilarity kills the spirit.” (1.94, on p.9)
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“Paradise lies beneath your mother’s feet.” (1.100 on p.10)
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Full Text #1: “Believers are mirrors for one other.”

Main text:
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Full Text #2: “Believers have simple needs.”

Main Text:
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Instructional Supplement for Teachers

Hadith #21

* jumla ismiyya structure
* idafa

e hamza seating on waw
* masdar type ful/fi'l

Hadith #22

* jumla ismiyya structure
* Islamic greetings

* preposition qabla

* masdar type fa‘al

Hadith #24

* jumla ismiyya structure

® prepositions

e broken plural, diptote to triptote when definite
e attached/object pronouns

Hadith #26
* jumla ismiyya structure
* two types of idafa

Hadsith #30

* jumla ismiyya structure
e form V masdar

* preposition bi-

* broken plural

Hadith #34
* jumla ismiyya structure
e hamza seating

Hadith #42

* jumla ismiyya structure

* masdar type fa‘ala

* verbal sentence as part of the khabar, in the form of a sifa

Hadith #52

e adjectives as names (sa‘id and Saeed)
e relative pronoun (ism mawsil) “man”
* passive verb construction — form I

* preposition bi-

Hadith #58

* jumla ismiyya structure
e khabar is jumla fi'liyya
* verbal negation

¢ doubled root - h-1-1
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Hadith #60

e doubled root — d-1-1

e active participle (fa‘il) from doubled root
* prepositions

Hadith #64

* noun-adjective phrase and agreement

* subject-predicate agreement in jumla ismiyya
e adjective form fa‘1l with hollow root (t-y-b)

Hadith #69

* jumla ismiyya structure
* idafa

e jumla fi'liyya as khabar
* preposition f

Hadith #76

e idafa

* subject-verb agreement

e form IV verb with hollow root (m-w-t)

Hadith #82

* jumla ismiyya structure
e preposition tahta

* broken plural

* feminine sound plural

Full Texts

e isnad structure and terms akhbara-na (abbreviated abna) and haddatha-na (abbreviated
thana)

e common Muslim names

e reading without voweling

* genre conventions and terms, eg use of ‘an, rawa, mungati’, mu’addal, da’if, etc.

e salutation after Muhammad’s name

 names of major hadith transmitters and their works and how they are cited
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