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Discussing ...

How incorporating literature enhances students’ intercultural
communicative competency

Why Literature in the language classroom

How does literature fit with the communicative teaching

What texts may work best for each language level

Multimodal presentations of literary works

How students reacted to introducing literature in the Arabic language
class



ICC is the ability

“to behave adequately in a flexible
manner when confronted with
actions, attitudes and expectations of
representatives of foreign cultures”

Meyer (1991, p. 138)



Intercultural skills

The ability of the learners to bring the culture of

origin, i.e., the native culture of the learners, and the
foreign culture into relation with each other; the ability to
be sensitive and use a variety of strategies for contact
with those from other cultures; the capacity to fulfil the
role of cultural intermediary between one’s own

culture and the foreign culture and to deal effectively with
intercultural misunderstandings and conflict situations;
and the ability to overcome stereotyped relationships

Clouet (2013, p. 142)



Intercultural Communicative
Competence (ICC)

Byram, 1997, 2000, 2021
Byram & Fleming, 1998
Byram & Zarate, 1994, 1997
Kramsch, 1995

Meyer,1991

among other authors



Critical Cultural Awareness

The ability to evaluate critically different aspects
in one’s own culture and in other cultures.

Byram (1997, p. 63-64)



Proficiency Level

Is literature complicated or intimidating to teach?

Is it easier to handle literature at more advanced
levels?



Frequency Dictionaries

What are the most occurring words in
contemporary Arabic fiction?

Teaching vocabulary in order of frequency?



Arabic Vocabulary Profile
du yall il jaall Cala

https://lailafamiliar.github.io/A1-AVP-dataset/

Soliman, R. & Familiar, L. (2024). Creating a CEFR Arabic Vocabulary
Profile: A frequency-based multi-dialectal approach. Critical
Multilingualism Studies, 11(1) 266-286. ISSN 2325-2871.
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Assessment rubric (novice)

literary text (short fable in simple MSA)
e.g. 4y 54LiS

1) Linguistic (MSA and dialect)
Comprehensibility: listener can follow sequence (in order)
*Vocabulary use: 6-10 target words used appropriately

*Sentence control: mostly accurate simple sentences (even if not
perfect)

*Pronunciation: key words understandable (especially names/verbs)
2)ICC
*Interpretation: identifies story message/value with an example

Comparison: gives one similarity + one difference with own
culture/story

-Awargness: avoids “all Arabs...” generalizations; uses “in this
story...



Digital Story Telling Project for
Elementary and Intermediate
Levels

Students create a 2-3 minute story:
*120-180 words of Arabic script
*narrated audio

*6-10 images

esubtitles in Arabic,

Research often links this kind of multimodal production to gains
in language and intercultural outcomes when done reflectively.



Advanced Level

* Reading a whole chapter or a whole abridged novel

o zsiall ol - ALY sl Bl

* Literary terms: narrator, plot, paragraph ...etc.

* Language questions: significance of certain expressions
* Discussion questions

e Oral presentations

* Role-play

* Debates

* Essay Writing

* Discussing cultural concepts

SAUD AL-SANOUSI’S

SAAQ
AL-BAMBUU

The Authorized Abridged Edition for
Students of Arabic

LAILA FAMILIAR and TANIT ASSAF, editors

Taha Hussein’s

The Days

David DiMeo



Pre-reading questions and activities 31,811 3. The themes
proposed activate your background knowledge and set
expectations around the events to follow in the novel.
Discussion questions Jwdll 3 &lall. These questions
help you navigate the plot and reflect in depth on the
events that take place in each chapter.

Language notes 552Ul _Sl=Jl. These quotes are drawn
from the nowvel to highlight interesting structures. Ana-
lyzing and reflecting on these quotes facilitates succes-
sive comprehension and usage.

MNarrative style 3 pud) «glul. These questions and activities
draw your attention to the style of Saud al-Sanousi in this
novel. They are designed to help you develop an aesthetic
taste for Arabic literature and a better writing style.
Writing and creative tasks _=lau]l W 4155 bLis. These
activities have been designed to stimulate your creativ-
ity and motivate you to exercise your language skills.
They are varied and include role playing, creative writ-
ing, presentations, and activities related to Arab culture.
Translation tasks des= 3 125, These tasks involve trans-
lating sections of the novel to gain a deeper knowledge
of the language, the author’s style, and the events that
take place.




Taha Hussein’s The Days
A Guided Study for Arabic Learners

Preparations for reading
Comprehension Questions
Cultural and Historical Background
Comprehension Exercises
Interpreting the Text

Analysing Elements of Literature
Themes

Vocabulary ltems



Arab American Literature

g M g




"SQA M ‘JM Y OOO‘J* dﬁjs O‘H

Crm o sall Calatty 158 Y elBacaY) caliall Gabaat Vg (3liall ciliad] Jullad ¥ | 8la Caad Giad Y

s

.~S aver y) ‘ejé - . v ! - \y “'".." ]‘ ’~ we L; e \yj ‘LJ; - . - “ oo \y ‘Qﬁ - . L - \yj ‘Blﬂ; - . - R \y

el Caaly

__2'\,31.@_'\3\&'\;?5535&.&53\5;\) Alal) Aa Graald Craa 1)
_Méé&ﬁ‘j)ce}ﬂéﬁ@‘ﬂ
_.L'aj&mjci.kmﬁy uﬂ\.&aju.c):\ﬁ&.\mj\ag\

Jod =8l Cacal Y ciliad ) e jimd Cuad 13

Lais i l) 8 Al olSe il s ¢ AV Slacai G cand (e g

i 1 3 S8 Ll (S 5l ) dla g ) Ba sk aal e sa gl Gl A Ly b (5958 (A3l L

cerb) Caad Gl Y ¢ alan Gaud il & jac ddal @ Caiadl

Bl Coumi Gl (S Gl el Glaat (S Gdang o lead] i



Intercultural communicative
competence (ICC)

*Makes culture visible
Promotes comparison without stereotypes

*Builds interpretive habits



Multimodal text set

Printed story or poem
Audio recording

Storyboard images (6—-8 simple pictures; can be stick figures or
icons)

Mini performance (students act it with simple lines + gestures
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Thank you
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